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“Among our tasks as witnesses to the love of Christ is that of giving a voice to the 
cry of the poor.”     -Pope Francis, Address to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 6/14/13 

 

 
 
Pastors, Social Justice Ministers and Parish Members: 
 
We would like to invite your parish community to participate in Ignatian Family Advocacy Month (IFAM) this February 
2014.  IFAM is an opportunity for Jesuit institutions (parishes, high schools, universities and other ministries) to learn, 
pray, and advocate on important social justice issues that impact people marginalized by poverty and the injustice of our 
country’s current immigration system.  This month of action is sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network, a national 
faith-based, lay-led, social justice education and advocacy organization that works primarily with Jesuit institutions, 
including parishes throughout the U.S. 
 
In consultation with Jesuit Conference Office of Social and International Ministries, the Ignatian Solidarity Network has 
identified three priority issues that your parish community can learn, pray, and advocated on during IFAM: 
 

 Calling for humane comprehensive immigration reform 

 Increasing the federal minimum wage via the Fair Minimum Wage Act 

 Limiting cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
 
It is important to note that your parish community does not have to engage in action around all three issues.  You might 
consider picking one or two issues that align with your parish’s social ministry engagement. 
 
We hope you will consider finding ways to incorporate IFAM education, prayer and advocacy into the life of your parish 
community throughout the month of February.  All three elements of participation will play a significant role in 
responding to injustices targeting people who are economically poor.   
 
Enclosed, please find an organizing packet created specifically for use at parishes.  We hope that you will find the 
education, prayer and advocacy resources helpful.  If you have any questions about how to participate in Ignatian Family 
Advocacy Month you can contact the Ignatian Solidarity Network at ifam@ignatiansolidarity.net or 216-397-4777. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Christopher Kerr     Rev. Thomas Greene, S.J.      
Executive Director     Secretary for Social and International Ministries   
Ignatian Solidarity Network    Jesuit Conference USA       
 
 
 
 

mailto:ifam@ignatiansolidarity.net
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Join the Ignatian family in learning about and advocating for justice. Help us 
continue to lift up the call for humane comprehensive immigration reform, fair 

minimum wage, and access to food! 
 

 
STEP 1: LEARN Educate yourself & your community on our IFAM legislative priorities 

       STEP 2: PRAY Join the Ignatian & Catholic family in communal prayer for change. 
       STEP 3: ACT Engage your community & legislators through in-district meetings, letter writing/phone        
       campaigns, and prayer/education events. 
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Step 1: learn 
Educate yourself and your community on our IFAM legislative priorities: comprehensive 

immigration reform, fair minimum wage, and access to food. More learning resources at: 
ignatiansolidarity.net/ifam-step-1-learn 

 

 
Throughout February, ISN will be highlighting the IFAM priority issues on our blog at: 

ignatiansolidarity.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://ignatiansolidarity.net/ifam-step-1-learn/
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COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM TALKING POINTS 
 
PURPOSE OF THE VISIT: Ask Congress to pass comprehensive immigration reform 
 
WHAT WE SEE: 
● Families and Communities Torn Apart: Hundreds of thousands of families are separated by our broken 

immigration system. Backlogs at USCIS of up to 22 years and the insufficient number of family-based visas force 

family members to choose between being separated for extended periods of time or illegally entering the 

country (Source: Bread for the World).  

● Talent Wasted: Approximately 1.8 million individuals currently residing in the United States were brought to 

the U.S. at a young age. Each year, approximately 65,000 undocumented students graduate from American 

high schools. Many hope to pursue higher education, join the military, or enter the workforce, but their lack of 

legal status places those dreams in jeopardy and exposes them to deportation (Source: Immigration Policy 

Center).  

● Workers Exploited: Migrant workers are consistently exploited and forced to work in unsafe conditions without 

fair compensation; this continues to drive down wages and promote divisions in communities and workplaces 

(Source: Southern Poverty Law Center) 

● Suffering Ignored: Our asylum and refugee system is under threat. Rather than offering protection and 

compassion for those who have been forced to flee from their countries of origin, our system treats them as 

potential terrorists, subjecting them to lengthy delays in having their cases decided. (Source: Jesuit Refugee 

Service/USA).  

● An Increasingly Militarized Border: the misguided border militarization of the last decade has cost $100 billion, 

doubled the size of the Border Patrol without sufficient screening, training or accountability, led to over 6,000 

dead and murdered immigrants, and allowed widespread civil and human rights violations. (Source: Kino 

Border Initiative) 

● Personal Testimony (if applicable): Personalize the issue by sharing your story or the story of an 

undocumented immigrant you know 

 
WHAT OUR FAITH TELLS US: 
Catholic Social Teaching tells us that it is our “duty to welcome the foreigner out of charity and respect for the 
dignity and rights of the human person” (Source: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops). As members of the Ignatian 
Solidarity Network, we stand with the U.S. Catholic Bishops and the U.S. Jesuit Provincials in asking for immigration 
reform that supports family unity and a pathway to citizenship. 
 
HOW COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM WILL HELP: 
 
Protects the Vulnerable: 
● 16.6 million people are in “mixed-status” families—those with at least one member who is undocumented. 

Nine million of these families have at least one U.S.-born child (Source: Pew Research Hispanic Center). 

Creating a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants helps keep families together, and prevents 

children from needlessly being placed in foster care (Source: Applied Research Center). 
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● Refugees, asylum–seekers, and stateless people will face a fairer and more efficient system (Source: Jesuit 

Refugee Service/USA). 

 
Allows Immigrant Youth to realize the American Dream: 
● The passage of this bill would grant many undocumented youth access to legal residency, work authorization, 

and eventual citizenship. The DREAM Act would provide a status that matches the American identity they 

already have, and an opportunity for them to live up to their full potential and make greater contributions to 

the U.S. economy and society (Source: U.S. Jesuit Conference). 

 
Reduces Future Undocumented Immigration:  
● The only way to reduce undocumented immigration is to fix our immigration system so that people seeking 

work and family reunification can enter legally. For undocumented immigrants who are already here, we must 

provide a realistic way for them to adjust their status by passing background checks, learning English, and 

paying taxes if they aren’t already, while working toward citizenship. This is not amnesty; it is the only smart, 

practical way to deal with the approximately 11 million undocumented immigrants in the U.S.  

 
Creates Safe and Humane Borders: 
● Professionalized, accountable and humane enforcement of immigration laws should be part of any 

comprehensive immigration reform package. This will involve providing more robust and transparent oversight 

of all agencies responsible for enforcement measures (USCIS, CBP, and ICE) and a change in detention and 

deportation practices to preserve immigrants’ dignity and safety. These changes should include eliminating 

nighttime deportations, keeping families together during the deportation process, and allowing NGOs to access 

Customs and Border Patrol facilities (Source: Kino Border Initiative). 

 
Improves the Economy (Source: Congressional Budget Office): 

 Immigration reform will reduce the budget deficit by $158 billion in the first decade after the bill’s passage and 

by an additional $685 billion in the second decade. 

 Granting legal status to undocumented immigrants will increase tax revenues by an estimated $459 billion in 

the first decade after the bill’s passage; legalization and naturalization of undocumented immigrants will 

bolster their wages, helping bring their families out of poverty.  

 
OUR REQUESTS: 
Will the Congressperson publically support and vote for a bill that includes the following principles? 

 Create an accessible pathway to citizenship for all 11 million people without documentation, including 

those who would benefit from the DREAM act; 

 Work to maintain family unity in all elements of the immigration system; 

 Protect the most vulnerable, especially refugees & asylum seekers; 

 Respect the rights of U.S. and immigrant workers; 

 Ensure the human rights of immigrant families....as our immigration laws are enforced. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN) is a national social justice education and advocacy network inspired by the spirituality of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola. ISN was founded in 2004 and is a lay-led 501(c)3 organization working in partnership with Jesuit universities, high schools, and parishes, 
along with many other Catholic institutions and social justice partners. ISN’s website: www.ignatiansolidarity.net 

http://ignatiansolidarity.net/
http://www.ignatiansolidarity.net/
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FAIR MINIMUM WAGE TALKING ACT TALKING POINTS 
 
PURPOSE OF THE VISIT: Call for Congress to raise the federal minimum wage and index it to inflation 
 
WHAT WE SEE: 
The minimum wage is too low to live on: The current federal minimum wage of $7.25 an hour earns a full-time 
employee an annual salary of $15,080.  If a family includes just one child, that income is below the poverty line 
(Economic Policy Institute). In no state can a minimum wage worker afford a two-bedroom unit at Fair Market 
Rent, working a standard 40-hour work week (National Low Income Housing Coalition). In 2011, there were 
10.4 million low-income working families, including 23.5 million children (The Working Poor Families Project). 
 
The feminization of poverty: Women disproportionately compose the low-wage/minimum wage workforce. 
Women of working age (16 and older) are nearly twice as likely as their male counterparts to earn no more 
than minimum wage, exacerbating gender inequality. A woman-head-of-household in a family of three of 
earns $4,000 under the poverty line (Restaurant Opportunities Center United).  
 
Poverty rampant among tipped workers: Congress has not acted to raise the minimum wage for tipped 
workers in over two decades.  The effect of this inaction has had a dramatic effect on the ability of tipped 
workers, like restaurant employees to make ends meet.  Currently tipped workers are 3 times more likely than 
the rest of the U.S. workforce to live below the poverty line (Bureau of Labor Statistics).  
 

WHAT OUR FAITH TELLS US: 
Raising the minimum wage is a moral issue; it is about dignity and it is about justice.  More than a century of 
Catholic teaching places work at the heart of human dignity.  Wages are much more than a mere product of 
economic bargaining.  Rather, wages that do not allow workers to support themselves, their families, or the 
common good demean human dignity. 
 
In writing about minimum wage as a gateway to worker dignity, Fr. Fred Kammer, SJ noted that Catholic 
teaching disagrees in two ways with those who maintain that the marketplace determines the level of wages 
and that the market should be allowed to function freely and without interference.  First, the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church states the duty in justice of employers, saying “A just wage is the legitimate fruit of work.  To 
refuse or withhold it can be a grave injustice.  In determining fair pay both the needs and the contributions of 
each person must be taken into account.”  Second,   Pope John XXIII explained government’s role in protecting 
human life and dignity, saying, “It can never be right for the State to shirk its obligation of working actively for 
the betterment of the condition of the workingman (Jesuit Social Research Institute).” 
 
Pope Francis used a metaphor to describe how work, “anoints us with dignity, fills us with dignity, makes us 
similar to God who has worked and still works, who always acts; it gives one the ability to maintain oneself, 
one’s family, to contribute to the growth of one’s own nation (Vatican).” 
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ABOUT THE FAIR MINIMUM WAGE ACT OF 2013: 
The Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2013, introduced in March by Senator Tom Harkin and Representative George 
Miller, would increase the federal minimum wage for employees to:  

$8.20 an hour three months after the law is enacted; 
$9.15 an hour after one year; and  
$10.10 an hour after two years. 

 
The legislation would tie the federal tipped wage to 70 percent of the minimum wage and index the minimum 
wage to the Consumer Price Index to keep up with the rising costs of living. 
 
HOW RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE WILL HELP: 
More than 30 million workers would receive a raise.  Among them: 88% are adults over the age of twenty, 56% 
are women, nearly half are workers of color, and over 43% have some college education 
 
The Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2013 would help restore the minimum wage to its historic level, making up for 
decades of erosion.  The federal minimum wage has lost more than 30% of its value and would be over $10 
per hour today if it kept pace with the cost of living over the past forty years.  The long-standing decline of the 
minimum wage, relative to the cost of living, has contributed to the growth of income inequality over the past 
three decades. 
 
Bishop Stephen Blaire of the Diocese of Stockton, chairman of the USCCB committee on Domestic Justice and 
Human Development, stated, “Every time Congress or an Administration has suggested raising the minimum 
wage, the bishops have been supportive simply because it is consistent with our teaching and we see the 
effects firsthand in the families of our parishioners and our own communities (Jesuit Social Research 
Institute).” 
 
OUR REQUESTS: 
Will the member of Congress support the Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2013 (H.R.1010; S.460)? 

 Raise the federal minimum wage to $10.10 per hour by 2015, in three steps of 95 cents each 
 Adjust the minimum wage to keep pace with the rising cost of living starting in 2016 
 Raise the minimum wage for tipped workers to $3 per hour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN) is a national social justice education and advocacy network inspired by the spirituality of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola. ISN was founded in 2004 and is a lay-led 501(c)3 organization working in partnership with Jesuit universities, high schools, and parishes, 
along with many other Catholic institutions and social justice partners. ISN’s website: www.ignatiansolidarity.net 

 

http://ignatiansolidarity.net/
http://www.ignatiansolidarity.net/
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ACCESS TO FOOD TALKING POINTS 
 
WHAT WE ASK: Recognizing that further cuts to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) would be 
devastating to millions of Americans, we urge you to vote against any and all cuts to the program in the farm 
bill and ensure eligibility requirements for the program do not become needlessly more stringent. 
 
WHAT WE SEE: 
Poverty and hunger: In 2012, 49 million Americans (more than 1 in 7 Americans) struggled to put food on 
their tables. This figure includes 15.9 million children (Feeding America, US Census Bureau). 
 
Continued effects of recession: Long-term unemployment reached its highest levels in 2010 and has only 
slightly declined since. Today, 40% of all unemployed workers have been out of work for more than half a 
year. People experiencing long-term unemployment are more likely to deplete their assets and turn to social 
safety net programs like SNAP for help. 
 
Low-income families hit hardest by the recession: Low-income communities have suffered higher foreclosure 
rates (Joint Center for Housing Studies at Harvard University), experienced higher unemployment rates 
(Center for Labor Market Studies, Northeastern University), and have had their incomes decline at a faster 
rate (Economic Policy Institute) than their higher income neighbors. This has increased the vulnerability of 
these at-risk community members and our need for a strong social safety net. 
 
Public opinion supports SNAP: 71% of Americans said that cutting SNAP would be the wrong way for Congress 
to reduce spending next year. Support was high across party lines, age, race, gender, income, and 
geographical areas (Food Resource Action Center).  
 
WHY SNAP WORKS: 
SNAP effectively provides food assistance in times of need: SNAP — formerly the Food Stamp Program--
provides over 47 million participants in about 23 million low-income households with debit cards they can use 
to purchase food each month (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities). While poverty and unemployment have 
increased and remain high, the number of families struggling to put food on the table has not increased since 
2008 (USDA). 
 
SNAP targets the most vulnerable: SNAP eligibility is limited to households with gross income of no more than 
130% of the federal poverty guideline, but the majority of households fall far below this point 

 83% of SNAP households have gross income at or below 100% of the poverty guideline ($19,530 for a 
family of 3 in 2013) 

 The average SNAP household has a gross monthly income of $744 (USDA) 
 76% of SNAP households included a child, an elderly person, or a disabled person 

 
SNAP is a long term investment: The impact of our nation’s hunger problem is estimated at over $167 billion 
per year (Center for American Progress). By improving access to food, federal nutrition programs protect 
families from hunger and improve their health and educational outcomes, making these programs a critical 
investment in people and communities for both the short and long-term (Feeding America). 
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WHY CUTTING SNAP HURTS: 
The need for food assistance is already greater than SNAP can fill: For most participants, SNAP benefits run 
out before the end of the month. 90% of SNAP benefits are redeemed by the third week of the month, and 
58% of food bank clients currently receiving SNAP benefits turn to food banks for assistance at least 6 months 
out of the year (USDA Food and Nutrition Service). 

 Prior to November 1, 2013 the average monthly SNAP benefit per person was less than $1.50 per meal 
(USDA Food and Nutrition Service). 

 Only 57% of food insecure individuals are income-eligible for SNAP, and 26% are not income-eligible 
for any federal food assistance (Feeding America). 

 
SNAP has already received devastating cuts this year: On November 1, 2013 the 2009 Recovery Act’s 
temporary SNAP boost ended, which will equate to an $11 billion cut in benefits between the 2014-2016 fiscal 
years. For a family of three, this cut equals about 16 meals a month based on the cost of the U.S. Agriculture 
Department’s “Thrifty Food Plan.” (Center on Budget and Policy Priorities and USDA)    
 
Cuts to SNAP will increase hunger: If enacted, the House farm bill (with $40 billion in proposed cuts) would 
kick 2 million people off the program, cut benefits for approximately 800,000 families, and lead to more than 
200,000 children losing access to free school meals. The Senate farm bill (with $4 billion in proposed cuts) 
would mean more than 400,000 families losing $90 a month in benefits (Bread for the World). 
 
Cuts to SNAP will increase pressure on already overwhelmed food resource providers: In 2011, private 
churches and charities provided approximately $4 billion in food assistance (Feeding America). If this proposal 
is enacted, churches and charities would have to nearly double their current food assistance to make up the 
difference. 
 
WHAT OUR FAITH TELLS US: 
Our nation’s budget is a moral document: Bishop Stephen E. Blaire, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee 
on Domestic Justice and Human Development called SNAP “one of the most effective and important federal 
programs to combat hunger in the nation” in a letter dated September 11, 2013. He wrote, “The faith 
community and the private sector are vital in the fight to combat hunger. But government has an 
indispensable role in safeguarding and promoting the common good of all. This includes ensuring that poor 
and hungry people have access to adequate and nutritious food.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN) is a national social justice education and advocacy network inspired by the spirituality of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola. ISN was founded in 2004 and is a lay-led 501(c)3 organization working in partnership with Jesuit universities, high schools, and parishes, 
along with many other Catholic institutions and social justice partners. ISN’s website: www.ignatiansolidarity.net 
 
 

http://ignatiansolidarity.net/
http://www.ignatiansolidarity.net/
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Step 2: pray 
Join the Ignatian and Catholic family in communal prayer for change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

12 

 

Prayer  for  M igrants 

 
Lord Jesus, when you multiplied the loaves and fishes, you provided more than 
food for the body, you offered us the gift of yourself, the gift which satisfies every 
hunger and quenches every thirst! Your disciples were filled with fear and doubt, 
but you poured out your love and compassion on the migrant crowd, welcoming 
them as brothers and sisters. 
 
Lord Jesus, today you call us to welcome 
the members of God's family who come 
to our land to escape oppression, 
poverty, persecution, violence, and war. 
Like your disciples, we too are filled with 
fear and doubt and even suspicion. We 
build barriers in our hearts and in our 
minds. 
 
Lord Jesus, help us by your grace, 
 To banish fear from our hearts, that we may embrace each of your children as 

our own brother and sister; 
 To welcome migrants and refugees with joy and generosity, while responding 

to their many needs; 
 To realize that you call all people to your holy mountain to learn the ways of 

peace and justice; 
 To share of our abundance as you spread a banquet before us; 
 To give witness to your love for all people, as we celebrate the many gifts they 

bring. 
 

We praise you and give you thanks for the family you have called together from so 
many people. We see in this human family a reflection of the divine unity of the 
one Most Holy Trinity in whom we make our prayer: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 
 
PRAYER SOURCE: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
IMAGE CREDIT: riniart.org 
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A  Workers  Prayer 

 

My Lord, Jesus Christ 
I offer You, this day, 
all my work, my hopes and struggles, 
my joys and sorrows. 
Grant me, and all my fellow workers, 
the grace to think like You, 
to work with You, 
and to live in You. 
Help me to love You with all my heart, 
and to serve You with all my strength. 
Lord, Jesus Christ, Carpenter of Nazareth, 
You were a worker as I am. 
Give me, and all workers, the privilege 
To work as You did, 
so that everything we do 
will be to the greater glory of God, 
and the benefit of our fellow men. 
May Your kingdom come into our offices, 
our factories and shops, 
into our homes and into our streets. 
Give us this day a living wage, 
so that we may be able to keep Your law. 
May we earn it without envy or injustice. 
To us who labor and are heavily burdened, 
send speedily 
the refreshment of Your love. 
May we never sin against You. 
Show us Your way to work, 
and when our work here is done, 
may we, with all our fellow workers, 
rest in peace. 
Amen.  
 
The Father Gilbert Prayer Book © 1965 
IMAGE CREDIT: riniart.org 
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One  Human  Family,  Food  

for  All 

O God, you entrusted to us the fruits of all 
creation so that we might care for the earth 
and be nourished with its bounty. 

You sent us your Son to share our very flesh 
and blood and to teach us your Law of Love. 
Through His death and resurrection, we 
have been formed into one human family. 

Jesus showed great concern for those who 
had no food — even transforming five 
loaves and two fish into a banquet that 
served five thousand and many more. 

We come before you, O God, conscious of 
our faults and failures, but full of hope, to 
share food with all members in this global 
family. 

Through your wisdom, inspire leaders of 
government and of business, as well as all 
the world’s citizens, to find just, and 
charitable solutions to end hunger by 
assuring that all people enjoy the right to 
food. 

Thus we pray, O God, that when we present 
ourselves for Divine Judgment, we can 
proclaim ourselves as “One Human Family” 
with “Food for All”. Amen. 
 
Official prayer from Caritas Internationalis for the "One 
Human Family, Food for All" campaign 

 
 

Loaves  and  Fishes 

Sharing the loaves and fishes, 
You gave us an image of solidarity with the 
hungry, O Lord. 

Sharing yourself in the Bread and Wine, 
You called all to the table, O Lord. 

Give me the hunger to be a part of the 
feeding 
And the healing of this world. 

Nourish me with your Grace, 
So I may work with joy to serve your 
children. 

Open my eyes and my heart 
To recognize those in poverty 
And increase my awareness  
Of the structures and systems 
That need to be changed  
So we may all break bread together. 
In your name we pray for the end of 
hunger. 
Amen. 

By Education for Justice 

http://www.caritas.org/
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Step 3: ACT 
Engage your community & legislators through in-district meetings, letter writing/phone 

campaigns, and prayer/education events. ISN recommends scheduling at least one in-district 
meeting or hosting at least one letter writing/phone calling gathering. 

 
Pre-drafted advocacy emails (“Action Alerts”) for each of the priority issues will be available on 
the ISN website throughout the month of February. Actions Alerts can easily be forwarded to 

parishioners, community members, etc., and offer an easy way to take action. 
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In-district  advocacy  meetings 

SETTING UP YOUR MEETING 
1. Find out who your Representative and Senators 

are at www.house.gov and www.senate.gov. (You 

can also find their office phone numbers and 

emails here) 

2. Contact the scheduler in your Congressperson’s 

DISTRICT office and ask for an appointment with 

the Member or the Legislative Assistant. 

3. Start calling to set up your appointment 3 weeks 

in advance. Note: You may need to fax your 

appointment request; follow the directions of the 

scheduler. 

4. Tell the scheduler the date & times you are 

available, the issues you want to discuss and who 

will be present during the visit. 

5. Confirm the visit by phone a day or two before 
the appointment 
 

TIPS FOR YOUR MEETING 
1.    Be Prepared: You can help ensure a positive 
meeting by taking time to prepare.  

 Learn about the legislative priority issues 
and study the talking points. Reflect upon 
why those issues are important to you, and 
if you have any personal stories you could 
share during the meeting.  

 Learn about your legislator’s positions by 
reviewing past votes and statements on the 
issues, and try to anticipate what kind of 
questions the legislator will ask and/or 
reasons the legislator may already 
support/oppose your asks. It helps to have 
responses prepared for opposing 
arguments and tying the issues into how 
they affect your local community.  

 Use the task sheet provided (next page) to 
organize who will be speaking to which 
issue. 

2.    Respect Their Time: Your legislators and their 
staff have packed schedules, so make sure to show 
up on time, stay on your points, and keep the 
meeting concise.  

3.    Make Clear Requests For Action: For each 
issue you address, include a clear, actionable 
request for the legislator. For example, “We’d like 
the Senator to support x bill.” If you are not able to 
meet the Congressperson directly, relay the “ask” 
to the staff member. The staff plays an invaluable 
role in shaping a legislator's agenda and position on 
issues. 

4.  Stay Honest and Positive: Be positive, friendly 
and thankful to your legislator and the staff with 
whom you meet. It is common for a legislator to be 
late or interrupted, so remain calm and flexible. 
You may not agree with the legislator’s stances on 
issues; remain respectful, but convey your talking 
points. Most importantly do not make up facts or 
stories; it is okay to say you do not know an answer 
to a question or offer to follow-up with an answer 
via email. 

5.    Follow-up: After the meeting send a thank you 
letter to the legislator expressing your appreciation 
for their time and any support they showed you 
during the meeting. Send additional information if 
you promised to do so.  

It’s helpful to think of this meeting as the beginning 
of a relationship, so stay in touch with your 
legislator and track their responses to the issues! If 
the legislator takes action, express your gratitude. 
If the legislator does not take action ask for an 
explanation.  

Last but not least, take a photo with your legislator 
to send to ISN (info@ignatiansolidarity.net), and 
share a report-back from the meeting at 
http://bit.ly/ifamrep

http://www.house.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
mailto:info@ignatiansolidarity.net
http://bit.ly/ifamrep
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LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY MEETING TASK SHEET 
 Don’t forget to report back on your meeting at: http://bit.ly/ifamrep 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 
YOUR INSTITUTION: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LEGISLATOR’S NAME: ______________________ STAFF PERSON(S): __________________________________ 
 
MEETING DATE: ____________  MEETING TIME: _________________ LOCATION: _______________________   
 
TIME KEEPER: ____________________________ SCRIBE(S): _________________________________________ 
 
INTRODUCTION: ________________________ CONVERSATION MODERATOR: __________________________ 
 

TOPIC(S):  
 
TOPIC #1: _________________________________ POINT PERSON(S): _________________________________ 
 
POINTS TO BE DISCUSSED:       TIME ALLOTTED: ________________ 
 
 
 
TOPIC #2: _________________________________ POINT PERSON(S): _________________________________ 
 
POINTS TO BE DISCUSSED:       TIME ALLOTTED: ________________ 
 
 
 
TOPIC #3: _________________________________ POINT PERSON(S): _________________________________ 
 
POINTS TO BE DISCUSSED:       TIME ALLOTTED: ________________ 
 
 
THANK-ER(S): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOLLOW-UP NEEDED: 
 
 
 
FOLLOW-UP LETTER/THANK YOU: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
REPORTER TO ISN: __________________________________________________________________________

http://bit.ly/ifamrep
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Ordering  Immigration  Postcards 
 
 

Looking for a quick & easy way to engage your parishioners on IFAM 2014?  
ISN is continuing its 10,000 strong immigration postcards campaign until they’re all 

sent! To take part and order your free postcards, please visit: 
http://bit.ly/ifampost 

 
Note: These postcards make a great addition to immigration education events! 

 
 

 
Front of Postcard 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/ifampost
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Letter  writing /  phone  calling  campaign 

 

1. Decide on your issues and gather info: IFAM 2014 focuses on humane comprehensive immigration reform, 

fair minimum wage, and access to food. You may want to focus on one issue for the letter writing/phone 

calling campaign, or choose all 3. Visit the IFAM: Learn More page to download talking points on the issues as 

well as additional materials you can use to educate your community. 

 

2. Pick your date, time, and location: Choose any date/time in February 2014, and make sure your location 

has enough table space for letter writing. 

 

3. Publicize the event: Visit the “Action Resources” section below for fliers and parish bulletin inserts. Social 

media is another great way to spread the word! 

 

4. Gather materials: Each participant will need the following (this list assumes each person will write one 

letter to his/her Senators, and one letter to his/her Representative): 

 3 sheets of paper 

 3 envelopes 

 3 stamps 

 1 sample letter for each issue (see “Action Resources” section below for sample letters) 

 To expedite the process, provide an additional sheet with the State’s Senators’ and local Reps’ mailing 

addresses. If you are working with participants from multiple states/districts, you may want to include 

some of the most common ones. Otherwise, make sure to have internet access to look up addresses on 

senate.gov or house.gov. 

 

5. Host the event: Kick off the event by explaining what Ignatian Family Advocacy Month is, and why it’s 

important that folks are taking part in it. 

 Provide access to the issue talking points, and point out that participants each have sample letters to 

use as a guide. 

 It is recommended you invite a speaker to share a personal reflection on how the issue affects him/her 

and/or a local immigration, minimum wage, or access to food activist. 

 Once the letters are completed, gather them, take count of how many are being sent to each 

Congressperson (to be used in report back), and drop them in the mail. 

 

6. Share your work: Make sure to take pictures/video of your work and share them with the Ignatian family by 

posting to social media using #IFAM14 or emailing them to kmiller@ignatiansolidarity.net. We also request 

that you fill out a report back form at http://bit.ly/ifamrep to help us track the work being done nationwide! 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:kmiller@ignatiansolidarity.net
http://bit.ly/ifamrep
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Letters to   Congress – Sample  Immigration  Letter 

 
[Your Institutional Letterhead (If Applicable)] 

 
 
 
[Date] 
The Honorable ____________________________ 
House (or Senate) Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 (20510) 
 
Dear Congressman/Senator ______________: 
 
As your constituent, I am writing today to urge you to support humane and comprehensive immigration reform 
legislation that provides hard-working immigrants with a pathway to earning citizenship, protects families and the most 
vulnerable members of our society, and respects the rights of workers and border communities. It is imperative that 
Congress works to fix the broken immigration system this year.  

The current system is not only broken, but unjust. Insufficient family-based visas and application backlogs force family 
members to choose between being separated for extended periods of time or illegally entering the country. 
Undocumented youth face deportation to countries they may have never known, and are prevented from realizing their 
dreams of contributing to American society. Congress must address these issues! 

Fixing the broken immigration system is particularly important to me because [include personal story or share what 
inspired you to write this letter]. 
 
Therefore, I urge you to support humane and comprehensive immigration reform legislation which: 

 includes an accessible pathway to citizenship for all 11 million people without documentation, including 

those who would benefit from the DREAM act; 
 works to maintain family unity in all elements of the immigration system;  

 protects the most vulnerable, especially refugees and asylum seekers; 

 respects the rights of U.S. and immigrant workers and 

 ensure the human rights of immigrant families are protected as immigration laws are enforced 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Your name 
Your address 

 
 
 
Letter Writing Tips: 
The above letter is a starting point—make it your own by sharing your personal testimony and/or including reasons why you 
feel immigration legislation is important. Use the issue talking points for ideas, and make sure the letter includes the following 
elements: a specific ask, reasons why it’s important, your name, and your home address.  
 
Mail To: 
Senator ______________ 
U.S. Senate 
Washington D.C., 20510                                 

Representative ______________ 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington D.C., 20515
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Letters  to  Congress – Sample  Fair  Minimum  Wage  Letter 

 
[Your Institutional Letterhead (If Applicable)] 

 
[Date] 
The Honorable ____________________________ 
House (or Senate) Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 (20510) 
 
Dear Congressman/Senator ______________: 
 
As your constituent, I am writing today to urge you to support H.R. 1010 / S. 460, the Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2013. 
This important piece of legislation will raise the federal minimum wage to $10.10/hour in three incremental steps by 
2015, and will index the wage rate to more accurately reflect the rising costs of living starting in 2016. Further, it will 
support tipped workers by increasing their minimum wage—a paltry $2.13/hour—to 70% of the standard minimum 
wage. 
 
The Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2013 would help restore the minimum wage to its historic level, making up for decades 
of erosion.  The federal minimum wage has lost more than 30% of its value and would be at least $10.55 per hour today 
if it kept pace with the cost of living over the past forty years.  The long-standing decline of the minimum wage, relative 
to the cost of living, has contributed to the growth of income inequality and poverty over the past three decades.  
 
Consequently, the minimum wage is now too low to live on: full-time minimum wage workers who have a child fall 
below the poverty line, and in no state can a minimum wage worker afford a two-bedroom unit at Fair Market Rent. In 
2011, there were 10.4 million low-income working families, including 23.5 million children. 
 
Raising the minimum wage is particularly important to me because [include personal story or share what inspired you to 
write this letter]. 
 
Therefore, I urge you to do all you can to make the Fair Minimum Wage Act a law to support the dignity of workers, 
allow the minimum wage to reflect the rising costs of living, and support the U.S. economy. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Your name 
Your address 

 
 
Letter Writing Tips: 
The above letter is a starting point—make it your own by sharing your personal testimony and/or including reasons why you 
feel federal minimum wage legislation is important. Use the issue talking points for ideas, and make sure the letter includes the 
following elements: a specific ask, reasons why it’s important, your name, and your home address.  
 
Mail To: 
Senator ______________ 
U.S. Senate 
Washington D.C., 20510                                 

Representative ______________ 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington D.C., 20515
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Letters  to  Congress – Sample  Access  to  Food  Letter 

 
[Your Institutional Letterhead (If Applicable)] 

 
 
[Date] 
The Honorable ____________________________ 
House (or Senate) Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 (20510) 
 
Dear Congressman/Senator ______________: 
 
As your constituent, I am writing today to urge you to vote against any and all cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) in the farm bill and ensure eligibility requirements for the program do not become 
needlessly more stringent. Cuts to essential safety net programs like SNAP will harm the most vulnerable members of 
society including children, seniors, people with disabilities and the unemployed.  
 
In 2012, more than 1 in 7 Americans struggled to put food on their tables. SNAP addresses these individuals’ needs by 
providing monthly food purchasing benefits. The program ensures that, even in the midst of the current economic 

climate, families will be able to meet their most basic need for food. 
 
Current proposals to cut SNAP will negatively impact millions of Americans by reducing their already tight SNAP benefits. 
Currently, 58% of food bank clients receiving SNAP benefits turn to food banks for assistance at least 6 months out of 
the year. Further, cuts to SNAP will increase pressure on already overwhelmed food resource providers. In 2011, private 
churches and charities provided approximately $4 billion in food assistance. Depending on the size of SNAP cuts, 
churches and charities would have to double to nearly 10x their current food assistance to make up the difference. 
 
Protecting SNAP benefits in particularly important to me because [include personal story or share what inspired you to 
write this letter]. 

Congress continues to face tough decisions in balancing the budget, but cutting safety net programs like SNAP is a short-
sighted solution that will only lead to more children and families struggling with hunger and poverty. Therefore, I urge 
you to oppose cuts to SNAP. 

Sincerely, 
  
Your name 
Your address 

 
Letter Writing Tips: 
The above letter is a starting point—make it your own by sharing your personal testimony and/or including reasons why you 
feel SNAP legislation is important. Use the issue talking points for ideas, and make sure the letter includes the following 
elements: a specific ask, reasons why it’s important, your name, and your home address.  
 
Mail To: 
Senator ______________ 
U.S. Senate 
Washington D.C., 20510                                 

Representative ______________ 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington D.C., 20515
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Call  on  Congress – Sample  immigration Phone  Call 

 
Calling Congress is an easy way to engage in IFAM, and it only takes a few minutes! To Call on 

Congress, call the switchboard phone number, and let them know the name of the 
Representative/Senator’s office you’re trying to reach. You will then be connected to the office. 
When the staff person answers, follow the basic script provided below (or write your own). The 

staff person will relay your requests to his/her boss, so make sure to include your name and 
home address, so it can be officially logged. 

 

US CAPITOL SWITCHBOARD: (202) 224-3121 
 

SCRIPT: 
Hi my name is ___________, and I’m a constituent from [hometown]. I’m calling today to ask 
[Representative/Senator ___________] to support humane, comprehensive immigration 
reform which includes a pathway to citizenship for all 11 million people in our country without 
documentation.  I’d like to hear back from [Representative/Senator ___________] on how 
he/she plans to pass meaningful immigration reform. My name is _____________ and my 
address is [hometown address]. Thank you. 
 
 
Your Turn (write your script here): 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

INCREASE YOUR IMPACT: 

After making your call, send out a quick tweet or post to encourage your networks to join you! 
 
Sample Tweet:  I just called @[Your Representative's Twitter Handle] to ask for support of 
humane comprehensive #immigration reform. Join me! @bit.ly/ifamcalls | #IFAM14 
 
Sample Facebook Post:  Act now with #IFAM14: Call your member of Congress and tell them to 
support humane, comprehensive immigration reform that provides a pathway to citizenship for 
11 million people in our country without documentation. @bit.ly/ifamcalls 
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Call  on  Congress – Sample access  to  food   Phone Call 

 
Calling Congress is an easy way to engage in IFAM, and it only takes a few minutes! To Call on 

Congress, call the switchboard phone number, and let them know the name of the 
Representative/Senator’s office you’re trying to reach. You will then be connected to the office. 
When the staff person answers, follow the basic script provided below (or write your own). The 

staff person will relay your requests to his/her boss, so make sure to include your name and 
home address, so it can be officially logged. 

 

US CAPITOL SWITCHBOARD: (202) 224-3121 

 
SCRIPT: 
Hi my name is ___________, and I’m a constituent from [hometown]. I’m calling today to ask 
[Representative/Senator ________] to urge you to vote against any and all cuts to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program in the farm bill and ensure eligibility requirements 
for the program do not become needlessly more stringent. Further cuts to SNAP would be 
devastating to millions of Americans. I’d like to hear back from [Representative/Senator 
_______] on how he/she supports SNAP and hungry Americans. My name is _____________ 
and my address is [hometown address]. Thank you. 
 
Your Turn (write your script here): 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

INCREASE YOUR IMPACT: 

After making your call, send out a quick tweet or post to encourage your networks to join you! 
 
Sample Tweet:  I just called @[Your Senator's Twitter Handle] to ask him/her to oppose cuts to 
#SNAP. Join me! @bit.ly/ifamcalls | #IFAM14 
 
Sample Facebook Post:  Act now with #IFAM14: Call your members of Congress and ask them 
to oppose cuts to SNAP in the farm bill and ensure eligibility requirements for the program do 
not become needlessly more stringent.  @bit.ly/ifamcalls 
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Call  on  Congress – Sample  minimum  wage  Phone Call 

 
Calling Congress is an easy way to engage in IFAM, and it only takes a few minutes! To Call on 

Congress, call the switchboard phone number, and let them know the name of the 
Representative/Senator’s office you’re trying to reach. You will then be connected to the office. 
When the staff person answers, follow the basic script provided below (or write your own). The 

staff person will relay your requests to his/her boss, so make sure to include your name and 
home address, so it can be officially logged. 

 

US CAPITOL SWITCHBOARD: (202) 224-3121 

SCRIPT: 

Hi my name is ___________, and I’m a constituent from [hometown]. I’m calling today to ask 
[Representative/Senator ________] to raise the federal minimum wage $10.10 by 2015 and 
index it to inflation.  The federal minimum wage has lost more than 30% of its value and would 
be over $10 per hour today if it kept pace with the cost of living over the past forty years. I’d 
like to hear back from [Representative/Senator _______] on how he/she plans to raise the 
federal minimum wage. My name is _____________ and my address is [hometown address]. 
Thank you. 
 
Your Turn (write your script here): 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

INCREASE YOUR IMPACT: 

After making your call, send out a quick tweet or post to encourage your networks to join you! 

 

Sample Tweet: I just called @[Your Senator's Twitter Handle] to ask him/her to raise the 
minimum wage. Join me! @link | #IFAM14 
 
Sample Facebook Post: Act now with #IFAM14: Call your member of Congress and tell them to 
raise the minimum wage to $10.10 by 2015 and index it to inflation. @bit.ly/ifamcalls 
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Spread  the  word 
Resources to spread the word about IFAM to parishioners, local media, and social 

networks. 
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SAMPLE  BULLETIN  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
 
To invite your parish community to join in IFAM… 
 
Pope Francis calls us to care for the poor.  Join the Jesuit institutions across the country in 
advocating for the poor in marginalized in our community this February Learn more about 
Ignatian Family Advocacy Month and how you can get involved at: [your parish website or the 
IFAM site – www.ignatiansolidarity.net/ifam] 
 
On immigration… 
 
Hundreds of thousands of families are separated by our country’s broken immigration system.  
Be an advocate for humane immigration reform with Jesuit parishes across the country during 
Ignatian Family Advocacy Month.  Learn how you can support our immigrant brothers and 
sisters at: [your parish website or the IFAM site – www.ignatiansolidarity.net/ifam] 
 
On minimum wage… 
 
Did you know that on the current federal minimum wage a single income family of three lives 
below the poverty line?  Be an advocate for a fairer minimum wage with Jesuit parishes across 
the country during Ignatian Family Advocacy Month.  Learn how you can support hard working 
people throughout our country at: [your parish website or the IFAM site – 
www.ignatiansolidarity.net/ifam] 
 
On protecting SNAP benefits… 
 
Did you know that 49 million Americans struggled to put food on their tables in 2012?  Be an 
advocate for life-saving food assistance with Jesuit parishes across the country during Ignatian 
Family Advocacy Month.  Learn how you can support our brothers and sisters struggling with 
poverty across the U.S. at: [your parish website or the IFAM site – 
www.ignatiansolidarity.net/ifam] 
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SAMPLE  Press  Releases: 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February XX, 2014 
 
National Contact:     Local Contact: 
Christopher Kerr, Executive Director   <Contact Person>, <Title> 
216-397-2088 | ckerr@ignatiansolidarity.net  <Phone> | <e-mail> 

 
<INSTITUTION> Calls for Humane Comprehensive Immigration Reform in Meeting with <ELECTED 

OFFICIAL> 

 

Meeting Part of National Advocacy Effort Organized by the Ignatian Solidarity Network 

 

<CITY>, <STATE> – <INSTITUTION NAME> parishioners met with representatives from the office of 
<ELECTED OFFICIAL> today to call for a “humane” approach to the comprehensive immigration reform 
legislation being debated in the U.S. Congress.  Their meeting is part of a larger effort to advocate for 
humane reforms being sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN), titled Ignatian Family 
Advocacy Month.  ISN is a national social justice education and advocacy organization that works 
primarily with institutions affiliated with the Jesuits, Pope Francis’ religious order.    
 

Included in the call for a humane approach to the challenging immigration issue, the <INSTITUTION> 
group asked <ELECTED OFFICIAL> to support legislation that: 

 Includes an accessible pathway to citizenship for all 11 million people without documentation;  

 enacts the DREAM act;  

 works to maintain family unity in all elements of the immigration system;  

 protects the most vulnerable, especially refugees and asylum seekers; 

 respects the rights of U.S. and immigrant workers and; 

 ensures the human rights of immigrant families and border communities are respected by 
immigration enforcement agencies 

When asked about the importance of meeting with <ELECTED OFFICIAL>, <INSTITUTIONAL REP OR 
LEADER (Pastor, Social Action Director, etc.)>, <TITLE> at <INSTITUTION> said, “<QUOTE>.” 

 

Offering perspective on <INSTITUTION>’s involvement in this national advocacy effort, Christopher Kerr, 
ISN Executive Director said, “The <INSTITUTION> group’s voice is so important to this national debate on 
immigration reform.  Our elected officials need to hear that there is a strong Catholic call for 
comprehensive immigration reform that respects the livelihood and dignity of each person, regardless of 
their immigration status.” 

## 

 
The Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN) is a national social justice education and advocacy organization inspired by the 

spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits).   ISN works predominantly with those 
connected with Jesuit universities, high schools, parishes, and social ministries across the U.S., along with other Catholic and 

secular partners.   The network facilitates in-person programs, creates pathways for networking efforts for social justice 
education and advocacy, and offers a variety of online resources.  Founded in 2004, ISN is an independent, lay-led, 501(c)(3) 

non-profit organization.  More information about ISN can be found at their website at: www.ignatiansolidarity.net 

http://www.ignatiansolidarity.net/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February XX, 2014 
 
National Contact:     Local Contact: 
Christopher Kerr, Executive Director   <Contact Person>, <Title> 
216-397-2088 | ckerr@ignatiansolidarity.net  <Phone> | <e-mail> 

 
<INSTITUTION> Calls for a Fairer Minimum Wage in meeting with <ELECTED OFFICIAL> 

 

Meeting Part of National Advocacy Effort organized by the Ignatian Solidarity Network 

 

<CITY>, <STATE> – <INSTITUTION NAME> parishioners met with representatives from the office 
of <ELECTED OFFICIAL> today to call for passage of the Fair Minimum Wage Act 2013 
(H.R.1010; S.460).  Their meeting is part of a larger effort to advocate for domestic-based social 
justice issues being sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN), titled Ignatian Family 
Advocacy Month.  ISN is a national social justice education and advocacy organization that 
works primarily with institutions affiliated with the Jesuits, Pope Francis’ religious order.    
 

Included in the call for a Federal Minimum Wage that respects the human dignity of low-
income workers, the <INSTITUTION> group asked <ELECTED OFFICIAL> to support legislation 
that: 
 

 Raises the federal minimum wage to $10.10 per hour by 2015, in three steps of 95 cents 
each 

 Adjusts the minimum wage to keep pace with the rising cost of living starting in 2016 

 Raises the minimum wage for tipped workers to $3 per hour 

When asked about the importance of meeting with <ELECTED OFFICIAL>, <INSTITUTIONAL REP 
OR LEADER (Pastor, Social Action Director, etc.)>, <TITLE> at <INSTITUTION> said, “<QUOTE>.” 

 

Offering perspective on <INSTITUTION>’s involvement in this national advocacy effort, 
Christopher Kerr, ISN Executive Director said, “The <INSTITUTION> group’s voice is so important 
to this national debate on the dignity of workers.  Raising the minimum wage is a moral issue; it 
is about dignity, and it is about justice. More than a century of Catholic teaching places work at 
the heart of human dignity.  Our elected officials need to hear that there is a strong Catholic call 
for fairer wages that respect the livelihood and dignity of each worker in our country.” 

## 
 

The Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN) is a national social justice education and advocacy organization inspired by the 
spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits).   ISN works predominantly with those 

connected with Jesuit universities, high schools, parishes, and social ministries across the U.S., along with other Catholic and 
secular partners.   The network facilitates in-person programs, creates pathways for networking efforts for social justice 

education and advocacy, and offers a variety of online resources.  Founded in 2004, ISN is an independent, lay-led, 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization.  More information about ISN can be found at their website at: www.ignatiansolidarity.net 

 

mailto:ckerr@ignatiansolidarity.net
http://www.ignatiansolidarity.net/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February XX, 2014 
 
National Contact:     Local Contact: 
Christopher Kerr, Executive Director   <Contact Person>, <Title> 
216-397-2088 | ckerr@ignatiansolidarity.net  <Phone> | <e-mail> 

 
<INSTITUTION> Calls for to Support of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in 

Meeting with <ELECTED OFFICIAL> 

 

<CITY>, <STATE> – <INSTITUTION NAME> parishioners met with representatives from the office 
of <ELECTED OFFICIAL> today to ask for support of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) by voting against any and all cuts to the program in federal Farm Bill 
legislation.  Their meeting is part of a larger effort to advocate for domestic-based social justice 
issues being sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN), titled Ignatian Family 
Advocacy Month.  ISN is a national social justice education and advocacy organization that 
works primarily with institutions affiliated with the Jesuits, Pope Francis’ religious order.    
 

Included in the call to protect the SNAP program, the <INSTITUTION> group noted to <ELECTED 
OFFICIAL> that: 

 SNAP effectively provides food assistance in times of need to over 47 million 
participants in about 23 million low-income households; 

 SNAP already received devastating cut when the 2009 Recovery Act’s temporary boost 
to SNAP ended in November 2013, equaling an $11 billion cut in benefits between the 
2014-2016 fiscal years.  For a family of three, this cut equals about 16 meals a month 
based on the cost of the U.S. Agriculture Department’s “Thrifty Food Plan.” 

When asked about the importance of meeting with <ELECTED OFFICIAL>, <INSTITUTIONAL REP 
OR LEADER (Pastor, Social Action Director, etc.)>, <TITLE> at <INSTITUTION> said, “<QUOTE>.” 

 

Offering perspective on <INSTITUTION>’s involvement in this national advocacy effort, 
Christopher Kerr, ISN Executive Director said, “The <INSTITUTION> group’s voice is so important 
to this national debate on social safety net programs.  SNAP is a vital program to fight hunger 
and support the common good in our country.  Our elected officials need to hear that there is a 
strong Catholic voice calling to protect SNAP and the needs of our most vulnerable fellow 
citizens.” 
 

## 

 
The Ignatian Solidarity Network (ISN) is a national social justice education and advocacy organization inspired by the 

spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits).   ISN works predominantly with those 
connected with Jesuit universities, high schools, parishes, and social ministries across the U.S., along with other Catholic and 

secular partners.   The network facilitates in-person programs, creates pathways for networking efforts for social justice 
education and advocacy, and offers a variety of online resources.  Founded in 2004, ISN is an independent, lay-led, 501(c)(3) 

non-profit organization.  More information about ISN can be found at their website at: www.ignatiansolidarity.net 

 

http://www.ignatiansolidarity.net/

