Human Trafficking: What Can YOU Do About It?

Now that you know about this pervasive, largely hidden crime of human trafficking, what can you do about it as a young adult?   While this is not an exhaustive list, here are several possibilities:

LEARN!
· Check out websites: such as www.stopenslavement.org, www.polarisproject.org, www.sharedhope.org, www.TraffickFree.com, and www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking 

· Learn more about the status of STATE laws related to human trafficking and make contact with your STATE representative and senators about its enforcement and improvement.
· Learn more about fair trade, and buy fair trade items whenever possible:

· Ask where/how/by whom products are made or where produce comes from.

· Find out what local stores sell fair trade products and patronize them.

· Petition stores where you shop to stock fair trade items.

· Learn about the ECPAT Code of Conduct and how the travel industry can work to stop sex trafficking. Contact hotels and agencies that you work with when you travel and ask them to sign on. You can even find post cards by visiting this website:                    http://ecpatusa.org/products-page/code-of-conduct/support-the-code-postcards/
SHARE

· Arrange for a speaker on human trafficking for your church, workplace or business, social group or civic organization.

· Tell two people what you learned about human trafficking. Talk about this issue with your friends and relatives. 
· Give a presentation for other students or write a paper on the subject.

· Sponsor an art exhibit or writing contest, create a play, music or a DVD on the subject.

· Make the connection with other subjects at school—theology, social studies, civics, economics, literature, etc.

PAY ATTENTION

· to news articles that report crimes that may be instances of trafficking. Commend those who are bringing human trafficking to light. Your support will encourage media outlets to continue coverage. 

· when you are out traveling, in restaurants, spas, malls, hotels and other areas: Who are you seeing? What are you noticing?  Look for Red Flags. If you see something weird, REPORT IT!
· Watch out for your friends and family members.  Challenge risky behavior.

TAKE ACTION

· If you think you may have encountered an instance of human trafficking, call the national hotline number: 1-888-3737-888 to report your suspicions.
· If you suspect that the person is in imminent danger, call your local police department or the FBI to report the matter.  
· Change the culture!  Watch the words you use and how you use them, the parties you attend, etc. (“pimp and ho” parties, etc.)  Stop the demand for commercial sex and for cheap goods/services.
· Support young men in their efforts to treat women with respect.

· Participate in or sponsor a SOAP program; information at www.TraffickFree.com 
· Collect toiletries and donate them to local outreach programs that assist vulnerable persons who may be trafficked..

· Like us on Facebook and sign on to our eNewsletter for the Collaborative to End Human Trafficking to receive notices of programs and updates on the issue. 
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